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WHO: Lance Armstrong , cyclist and Wheaties Box cover boy 
VITAL STATS: Born 9.18.71   |   Height: 5’11” |   Weight: 165 lbs.
THE ARMSTRONG FILE: They say that Lance Armstrong adjusts his bicycle seat
in millimeters, weighs his nutrition carefully in grams, and measures his race
times in hundedths of seconds. Today he’ll only have to think about one simple
number as he crosses the finish line in Paris: six. That is the number of consec-
utive victories he’d win in the grueling 3,500-kilometer Tour de France bicycle
race if he wins today. To make his feats even more mystifying, he has accom-
plished these after surviving a severe case of testicular cancer which nearly
took his life at the age of 27. In a sport completely dominated by Europeans,

the lean American from Austin, Texas will continue to add to his legend each
time he pedals through the provinces of France. To add a little perspective,
it’s like a Frenchman coming to this country and pitching a no-hitter. No,
better yet, make it five no-hitters. Perhaps his current girlfriend Sheryl
Crow knows his secret for success. If only his sponsors, the United States

Postal Service, could deliver with such speed and determination . . .

NEWS OK!!! x

1: The best-known former resident of
Oquawka, Ill., was until last Sunday a 6,500-

pound elephant called
Norma Jean. Now it’s
golfer Todd Hamilton,
who beat Ernie Els in a
playoff to win the
British Open.

The 38-year-old grew
up in the town of 1,500
people on the banks of
the Mississippi River.
Norma Jean became a
local star when she was
killed while tethered to
a tree in the town
square during a circus
visit to Oquawka in
July 1972.

“There was a storm,
lightning struck the
tree, went through the
metal chain and killed

the elephant,” Hamilton told reporters relay-
ing the story at Royal Troon Golf Club.
“They decided they would bury Norma Jean

in our town square. I
swear to God.”

Checkmate!
3: In Tokyo, former
world chess champion
Bobby Fischer, want-
ed since 1992 for play-
ing a tournament in
Yugoslavia despite
U.N. sanctions, was
detained in Japan for
an apparent passport
violation and is wait-
ing to be deported to
the United States,
media reports said.
Fischer was stopped
at Tokyo’s Narita
International Airport
last Tuesday as he
tried to go to the
Philippines, an air-
port official said on
condition of
anonymity.

– Compiled by 
the Associated Press
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SPANNING THE GLOBE

Goodbye Norma Jean

By KEVIN STEIMLE
KING OF FANTASY

Each week in this
space, all of you fanta-
sy owners will have a
place to catch up on all
the news needed to
make your team better.
Also, you can e-mail
me and I’ll try to
answer your questions
or comments.

Who’s Hot
Willy Mo Pena, OF,
Reds: Six homers in
his last nine games.
Travis Hafner, 1B, DH,
Indians: Seven
homers, 14 RBI in his
last seven games.
Carlos Lee, OF, White
Sox: nine hits in last
22 at-bats, includ-
ing five dingers.
Victor Martinez, C,
Indians: five HRs,
12 RBI in last seven
games.

Who’s Not
Bernie Williams,
OF, Yanks: Looking
old with just four
hits in last 47 at-bats.
Lance Berkman,
OF, Astros: .352, 14
HRs on June 1; .291,
17 HRs as of
Wednesday.
Juan Uribe, 2B, SS,
White Sox: .330 on

June 1, .270 as of
Wednesday.
Jose Cruz, OF, Devil
Rays: 1 HR, 4 RBI in
July.

Prime pick-ups
Orlando Hernandez, P,
Yankees: El Duque is 2-
0 with a 2.65 ERA in
three starts since com-
ing off the disabled list.
David Wright, 3B, Mets:
Mets fans and roto play-
ers alike have been
anticipating his arrival.
David Newhan, 3B, OF,
Orioles: Get this 30-
year-old and milk him
while he’s still hot.
David Bush, P, Blue
Jays: Rookie impres-
sive, including a one-

hitter vs. the A’s
this past Tuesday.

Final thoughts
If you were

patient enough to
hold on to Twins
pitcher Johan Sant-
ana, then your
patience is certain-
ly paying off ... If
you’re in an
American League-
only league and
have the top waiver
priority, you’re pro-
bably hoping Ran-
dy Johnson gets
traded to the AL.

When you’re a member of a team competing in the 35th annual
Greased Pole festival, a three-day celebration of Puerto Rican
Culture at the “Pucho” Olivencia Community Center in Buffalo, N.Y.,
you'll use anything to keep your balance, including a teammate's
head. The 10-day event concludes today. (PHOTO: ASSOCIATED PRESS)

PHOTO OP DU JOUR
“UH, THAT’S MY HEAD!”

Neither rain, nor snow, nor illness ...

SIX-PACK ALERT!

What is with Kobe Bryant
and Shaq dictating to their
teams who should be their

coach, and which players
should be on their team?

When did becoming
super-star athletes make

them the general manager and
coach also? How self-centered are pro

athletes that while making their millions they
can’t put aside personal conflicts and just
play the game? I’d rather watch a recreation-
al league – at least those players lay it on
the line “for the love of the game.”

— John Cassens, 40, Atlantic Highlands 

E-mail your rant to aditzel@app.com
(Include your name, age, address, telephone
number and keep your rants to 80 words max)

VOTE! ONLINE POLL THE FAN RANT

Q
QUESTION: Paul Molitor and Dennis
Eckersley, to be inducted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame today, also participated in the
same number of All-Star Games. How many?

a) 10 b) 8
c) 6 d) 4

Can the Nets be a championship-
caliber team now that Kenyon Martin
has been traded to the Nuggets?
Yes                                                  
No 

Vote in next week’s question at app.com/sports
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And that’s the fact, Shaq!A
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Norma lookalike

OSCAR
MEYER II?
2: Oscar
Robertson sold
plenty of tickets
when he
starred in the
NBA. Now, he’s
hoping that star
power will help
him sell a line
of meat prod-
ucts.

The “Big O”
has become
partners with
Marsh Super-
markets Inc. to
sell a line of
products with
his name on it.

His new
Cincinnati-based
company makes
bacon and
smoked
sausage.

Hey You! Yeah, you. Do you have suggestions, story ideas or comments about SundayBeat? We want to hear ’em. E-mail Al Ditzel at aditzel@app.com

A S B U RY  PA R K  P R E S S  •  J U LY  2 5 ,  2 0 0 4

SKETCHY CHARACTERS BY TOM KERR

ANSWER: KENYONMARTIN

SIGNATURE
SLEUTH

Can you guess what
professional athlete’s
“John Hancock” is 
this illegible mess?

(Hint: He played in Jersey,
but now he’s getting a
“Rocky Mountain High”)

No one cares
about the

Nets anyway
Welcome to my

world.
Originally, my

plan was to
debut this col-
umn on the cur-
rent state of the
Nets in the wake
of the Kenyon
Martin trade. I
was going to tell
you that the
Nets would have
been insane to
pay Kenyon
Martin — and
his 16.7 points
and 9.7 rebounds
per game — $90
million.

I was also
going to tell you
he wasn’t worth
it and that he
wasn’t even the
second-best play-
er on the team
and that with
the Pistons, and
now Shaq, in the
East, they
wouldn’t have
won anyway.

But then a
thought crossed
my mind. Who
would read it? I
mean who actu-
ally cares about
the Nets to
begin with?

The truth of
the matter is
there are no real
Nets fans.

Yeah, I know,
there are a few
diehards from
back in the ABA
days, but as far
as the NBA’s ver-
sion of the Nets
goes, who cares?

Have you ever
been to a Nets
game? No, of
course you
haven’t. Nobody
has. I know this
because they’ve
been at the bot-
tom of league
attendance for-
ever. They don’t
even sell out
playoff games!

Nets fans are
a joke, and now
you don’t even
have a team to
ignore. On to
Brooklyn.
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ANSWER:C) 6.
Molitor,also,was
selected to play in
1980,as well,but was
replaced because of
injury.

NEW PPV EVERY WEDNESDAY: NWA TNA is
Jeff Jarrett’s pro wrestling league based in
Nashville, Tenn., featuring a six-sided ring and
wrestlers such as A.J. Styles, Raven (above fea-
turing a side kick), as well as legends Dusty
Rhodes and Larry Zybzko. Check your cable
outlet for information. (SOURCE & PHOTO: WWW.NWATNA.COM)
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I WON'T BE ABLE
TO RUN THE ENTIRE
RACE, ... BUT I’M
GLAD THAT
MARTIN’S
(TRUEX JR.)
GOING TO BE
ABLE TO DO IT.
HE’S A GOOD
DRIVER AND A
GOOD FRIEND.

— An injured
Dale Earnhardt

Jr. on sharing
driving time 

Sunday with
Truex.
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