
CELEBRITY BLACKJACK:
Play along on your PC or Mac
at 10 p.m. Mondays on GSN.

CELEBRITY POKER SHOWDOWN
Thursdays (10 p.m.) on Bravo,
celebrities play for their
favorite charities. This week:
Hank Azaria, Seth Meyers,
Gail O’Grady, Amy Poehler,
Jeffrey Ross.

WORLD SERIES OF POKER:
Two new shows every
Tuesday (9 p.m.) on ESPN, fea-
turing the likes of Sammy

Farha (top photo) and 2003
champion Chris Moneymaker.

No Spider sense
1: Tsuyoshi Shinjo (at right, in
case you couldn’t figure that out)
of the Hokkaido Nippon Ham
Fighters strikes a pose wearing a
Spider-Man mask before last
Sunday’s game against the Orix
BlueWave at the Tokyo Dome.
Shinjo, a former outfielder for the
New York Mets and San Francisco
Giants, was named the MVP of the

all-star series in Japan
as he led the Central
League over the Pacific
League in a two-game sweep.
In the second game, Shinjo had
two doubles and stole home.

Russian Diplomacy
3: In Moscow, President
Vladimir Putin wants Russian
athletes to sing along with the
national anthem at sports compe-
titions  and not chew gum. During
the recent European Champi-
onship in Portugal, Putin
called Russian Olympic
Committee chief
Leonid Tyagachev
and told him to get
that message to the
Russian soccer
players, Echo of
Moscow radio
reported last week.
Russia failed to
advance from the first round at Euro 2004.

Change the goals, change
the bluelines, change this
and that. Enough already.

More scoring won’t make
hockey more exciting – more

scoring opportunities will.
How do you get them? Not by

rule changes, but by increasing
the rink size. Take out some rows of seats

(that are only affordable to corporations any-
ways) and the added excitement will bring up
attendance. And for purists who think the phys-
ical aspect will wane with more ice: the faster
they skate the harder they will hit (and get hit).

— Keith Richardson, 43, Colts Neck

E-mail your rant to aditzel@app.com
(Include your name, age, address, telephone 
number and keep your rants to 80 words max)

NEWS OK

By KEVIN STEIMLE
KING OF FANTASY  ➤

It looks like
Bartolo Colón
(pronounced
Ko-lone) has
finally turned
the corner.
Anaheim’s hefty
right-hander is 4-0
with a 1.67 ERA with 19
Ks and just 12 hits
allowed in 27 innings.
There’s no telling if
Colón can keep up this
pace, but he’s finally
pitching like the fantasy
ace you drafted.

Wicked harsh
There’s an owner in

my league who dropped
Boston’s Kevin Millar
before last Sunday’s
game against the
Yankees. All Millar did
was go 10-for-13 with
four homers and eight
RBI in the three-game
series, but I guess that
wasn’t enough to keep
his roster spot. Millar
also homered in two
straight games prior to
the Yankees’ series.

Who’s Hot
Adam Everett, SS,
Astros: Four homers
and three steals in his
last eight games.
Jason Marquis, SP,
Cardinals: Has won

eight straight
decisions dat-

ing back to
May 31 and didn’t
allow a run in his
last two starts.

Who’s Not
Zack Greinke, SP,

Royals: The rookie
has allowed 13 earned
runs in his last 8
innings and he doesn’t
strike hitters out.
Dump him if you
already haven’t.
Alfonso Soriano, 2B,
Rangers: Maybe he
thinks it’s October. He
was mired in a 1-for-25
slump.

Final Thoughts
Football drafts will be

taking place soon and
there’s one less No.1
back in the league with
Ricky Williams’ retire-
ment. Who’s going to
get the bulk of carries
in Miami? Will Eddie
George put up numbers
in Big D? How fast will
Michael Vick pick up
the West Coast offense?
These are questions
worth pondering as
you prepare for your
draft. Keep those ques-
tions  and comments
coming or should I say
start those questions
and comments coming.

Syuichiro Fukuda, 12, the Grand Champion (in Japan he’s called Yokozuna), performs the opening rite – the ceremo-
ny of the entering of the ring – at the children’s sumo wrestling tournament in Tokyo last week. (ASSOCIATED PRESS)

PHOTO OP DU JOUR
“I CAN MAKE THE LETTER ‘T’...”

SIX-PACK ALERT!

VOTE! ONLINE POLL THE FAN RANT

QWhich team do you think will win
the National League East?
Braves  
Marlins
Mets
Phillies 
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The NHL is going to hellA
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SPANNING THE GLOBEBORED GAMES?

THE NEXT
BIG ‘P’

2: Brock
Lesnar is hop-
ing to become
the next big
thing for the
Minnesota
Vikings. Better
known to World
Wrestling
Entertainment
fans as “The
Next Big
Thing,” Lesnar
signed a con-
tract with the
Vikings last
Tuesday.
“He is a project
with a capital
P,” Scott
Studwell, the
Vikings’ direc-
tor of scouting
said.

Hey You! Yeah, you. Do you have suggestions, story ideas or comments about SundayBeat? We want to hear ’em. E-mail Al Ditzel at aditzel@app.com

ANSWER:MARTIN BRODEUR,
NEW JERSEY DEVILS GOALIE 

Can you guess 
what athlete’s “John
Hancock” is  this
illegible mess?

(Hint: He’s a difficult
guy to get something
past.)

Lay off
Ricky

Williams
Stop hating on

Ricky Williams.
He did some-

thing most peo-
ple dream of
doing every day
– quit their job.
A lot of you
wake up every
morning wish-
ing you didn’t
have to go to
work because
you’re not happy
there. Ricky
woke up one day
and decided he
was done play-
ing football.

Honestly,
what’s the big
deal? Is it that
he’s leaving in
his prime or that
he walked out on
the Miami
Dolphins, or do
you just think
he’s a quitter?

Maybe you’re
jealous he did
something you
don’t have the
gumption to do.

Yes, he’s made
a lot of money,
but this isn’t
about money. It’s
about much
more. He’s turn-
ing away tens of
millions of dol-
lars to be, as he
put it, “free.’’

Would you
turn down that
much? I doubt it.

Can you put a
price on achiev-
ing personal
freedom? 

The timing of
his decision may
stink, but if he
felt he couldn’t
give 100 percent
every day, he
made the right
choice.

He’s sacrific-
ing money and
fame as an NFL
running back for
freedom.

That doesn’t
make him a quit-
ter, that makes
him a man.
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  X GAMES X: Live coverage of the 10th X Games

begins Thursday at 9 p.m. on ESPN and runs
through the weekend with both ABC and ESPN
televising. Events include Skateboard Street
Men’s Finals and Moto X Freestyle Finals.

IT DEFINITELY
GRABS PEOPLE’S
ATTENTIONS ...
BUT ONCE PEOPLE
SHOW UP TO THE
SPORT, I THINK
THEY’RE ABLE TO SEE
PAST THE BIKINIS AND
SEE THAT THERE’S A
REAL, LIVE, COMPETI-
TIVE EVENT GOING ON
THAT’S PRETTY
REMARKABLE.

—  Olympic
volleyball player

Kerri Walsh on 
playing in a bikini
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Every week we’ll be giving
away a McFarlane sports
figure – just e-mail us
your “Fan Rant” (see top
of page) and if we use it,
you win. It’s that simple. 
(Complete
rules
inside
Sports)

*QUOTABLE

32
1

You can sit around, and
watch others sit around COMMENTS? KSTEIMLE@APP.COM

0 vote-o-meter 142

Next week’s question: 
Which song is most overplayed at sporting events?
Vote in next week’s question at app.com/sports

2

A S B U RY  PA R K  P R E S S  •  A U G U S T  1 ,  2 0 0 4

QUESTION: Greg Maddux (on his rookie card
below) seeks career win No.300 today. He has
105 with the Cubs. Who holds the Cubs’
record for career wins?

ANSWER:
D) CHARLIE ROOT, 201
WINS. HE PITCHED FOR
CUBS FROM 1927-1941.

a) Mordecai Brown
b) Ferguson Jenkins
c) Rick Sutcliffe
d) Charlie Root
e) Harry Caray

*RANTAND GETSTUFF

SIGNATURE
SLEUTH

Colón has
whiff of ace


